




































CCIDA Public Comment 10/27/2021 
 
Duane Reif 
141 Marble Road 
Guilford, NY 13780 
 
 There are many factors to consider when sorting through the unusually broad array of potentially 
problematic risks & liabilities. The most overlooked impacts are those that are immeasurable and non-
quantifiable in terms of dollars and cents. If dollars and cents is your only touchstone, you’ll be removing 
the humanity from the equation and establishing an arena that is sterile and devoid of the most 
important values that we hold near and dear. These cherished items should be the benchmark , NOT the 
bottom line. 
 
To put this into its proper context, consider the value you would attach to your spouse or partner, your 
parents, your children, family and friends. Consider the value of the quality of your life, your love of our 
environment, the quietude of rural living, the stunning beauty of a sunrise or sunset. Consider the true 
value of your health and well being. No number can be attached but that doesn’t mean that they are 
less worthy of consideration. In fact, they are the most important items to consider. 
 
I follow Native ways and my concern for the impact the wind turbines would have on the eagles drew 
me into researching the issue. Native Americans consider the bald eagle and the golden eagle to be 
highly revered & sacred. Eagles are the highest flying birds and they are seen to be nearest to the 
Creator. They are messengers to the Creator who carry our prayers. Eagle signifies courage, wisdom, 
and strength. They are the holiest of the feathered. 
 
Industrial wind turbines are now the apex predator of the skies. 
Normally, the “eagle take” is considered by wind developers to be a “trade secret” and therefore it is 
sequestered from public view. Thanks to an error in filing in our sister project Bluestone, we got a 
glimpse of what they project. Adding insult to injury, Northland used a method of modeling the “eagle 
take” that is fundamentally flawed to skew the numbers in their favor.  Ornithological experts disagree 
citing that app. 100 bald and golden eagles will be killed by the wind turbines through their service life. 
Siting wind projects in a major migration corridors is a very bad idea. 
 
Now the question remains, what is the value of a bald or golden eagle? A starting point would be the 
penalties attached for killing an eagle. Civil penalties are $5000 for the first offense and $10,000 for the 
second offense. Felony convictions carry a maximum fine of $250,000. The fine doubles for an 
organization. What is the value of 100 eagles that we are so eager to sacrifice? 
 
 
What is the cost of shattered lives, hopes and dreams? Many people have either retired here or are 
currently raising families. They enjoy the quietude and the serenity that rural living provides devoid of 
industry.  Now a blight of 25,  65 story industrial structures looms to destroy the harmony. At what cost 
is this worth it? 
 

What is the cost of a town that is so divided by a project that benefits so few yet the burden is borne by 
the majority? 



A more tangible consideration…….What is the cost of firefighters, training and equipment for a “thermal 
runaway” battery fire? 
A recent thermal runaway battery fire occurred in Victoria, Australia at the Tesla Megabattery which 
required 30 fire trucks, 150 firefighters, and 76 hours to contain. They measured air quality and issued 
warnings for residents to get themselves and pets indoors, close windows and shut down their heating 
systems so they didn’t breathe the toxic smoke. Lithium ion fires emit highly toxic hydrogen fluoride. 

Even small splashes of high-concentration hydrogen fluoride products on the skin can be fatal. 
The potential for long term harm to anyone unlucky enough to breathe the smoke or eat produce grown 
in battery smoke fallout contaminated soil is a major concern. 
That all said, what is the cost associated with guaranteeing residents safety in the event of such a crisis? 
Not knowing is irresponsible. Not doing is negligent and irresponsible. 

You need to know who you are getting into bed with. You need to know the risk and potential cost of 
partnering with a developer that hasn’t been transparent for the past 6 years. Information and data has 
been sequestered and skewed to squelch opposition to the project.  This alone should raise cautionary 
red flags. 

If your only concerned is with the presumed economic benefits of this project, then you will embrace 
the same moral bankruptcy that the High Bridge Wind and our Town & State governments venerate. 
Surrendering to the political pressure and pathological greed that drives this project is in direct conflict 
to what Guilford and Chenango County deserve. You are a small cog in a very large machine and that 
machine is hell bent on steam rolling Chenango County. You have the opportunity to make things right.  

The residents of Guilford and Chenango County ask of you to use the courage, wisdom, and strength the 
eagles possess to make your assessments. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 










