
From: Betty Boland <bettyboland49@gmail.com>  

Sent: Friday, October 29, 2021 3:44 PM 

To: Kerri Green <Kgreen@chenangony.org> 

Cc: bolandtjw@gmail.com 

Subject: High Bridge Wind Facility Turbine Cluster 

 

 October 29, 2021 

 

Chenango County Industrial Development Agency 

C/O Kerri Green 

15 South Broad Street 

Norwich, NY 13815 

  

RE: High Bridge Wind Facility, Insufficiency of wind turbine clusters 

  

TO: Kerri Green, Brian Burton and additional Board Members 

  

Dear Board Members 

  

Wednesday October 27, 2021at Guilford Town Hall you held a meeting for members of the Guilford 
community to address their concerns re the High Bridge Wind Facility.   

  

At the meeting I brought up a concern regarding the cluster of 5 turbines in the South Eastern part of 
the project area. 

  

I have placed a link to a 2021 article describing complications of clustering turbines at the end of this 
letter. Two of which are inefficient  production of electricity and extra wear and tear on the turbines 
themselves.  Both have financial impact.  

  



This certainly is not the only article addressing this problem. It does give a short up to date description 
of clustering complications. It does not go into the human, animal or property value impacts that do 
exist. 

  

How this may apply to the PILOT agreement I do not know. I just know the cluster will bring in less 
money and in time from wear out of parts will cost more than the spaced out turbines in repair. 

  

At the meeting some shared other problematic issues turbines bring to  neighbors living close to 
turbines such as health decline, sleep deprivation, property values plus other side effects.  

Clusters increase such problems. 

Residents of Mt Upton will bear whatever impacts there are. This is not a concern of the “PILOT 
meeting” of the 27th  but I wonder if it does fall under Industrial Development of  Guilford Town in 
some way. 

 

HOW MANY WIND TURBINES CAN FIT ON ONE ACRE? 

https://www.semprius.com/how-much-space-does-a-wind-turbine-need/ 

  

Respectfully, 

Elizabeth Boland, RN, MS, CS 

483 High Bridge Rd 

Mt Upton, NY 13809 

  

  

 



From: Jessica Gombach <gombachjessica@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 28, 2021 8:11 AM 
To: Kerri Green <Kgreen@chenangony.org> 
Subject: Guilford PILOT 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

I'm writing to request the county to deny the application for the Highbridge Wind's PILOT request. 
Furthermore, I will also request the county to omit letters in favor for those who are currently receiving 
monetary benefits from the developer, and those who have any contract for future monetary services 
from the developer.  

 

I live at 245 Blower Road in Guilford.  I have been approached several times from Calpine. I attended 
"leaseholder only" meetings with the developers and their attorneys, and I've attended numerous public 
meetings as well as been involved with a group called "Save Guilford". The developer has not only 
contradicted statements depending on its audience, but the town has also failed to listen to the 
concerns of its citizens. Not only did the town fail to protect the leaseholders and non- leaseholders to 
allow this project to be built at the specifications of the developer. But now the developer is leaving a 
heavy bag on your shoulders to make another decision. Please understand that this developer has done 
studies to only make the project look favorable to them. I'm encouraging other landowners in the 
project area to get professional services and invest in their properties. But I encourage the county to do 
it's due diligence before committing to the PILOT agreement and protect ALL the residents of Guilford 
and Chenango county before making a decision that can change our rural area forever.  

 

I will also leave you will the fact that the tax dollars used for this project will be used for out of state 
construction and trucking companies,  ect. Our local concrete company will benefit, but will hurt all our 
local businesses looking for materials putting many out of work. There is a larger picture....  

 

 

Regards, 

 

Jessica Gombach  

 

mailto:gombachjessica@gmail.com
mailto:Kgreen@chenangony.org


From: Linda Karl <lkarl814@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 28, 2021 5:15 PM 
To: Kerri Green <Kgreen@chenangony.org> 
Subject: Re:windmills in Guilford 

 

This letter is for the IDA committee concerning the windmills in Guilford.   

 

I knew little about windmills.  All I knew was they were graceful, pretty to look at and produced some 
electricity.  When windmills were proposed for Guilford I did some research.  Taking into account biases 
on both sides I came to the conclusion that  the amount of energy produced by a windmill during its 
lifetime is not worth the time, energy and materials used to put it up .  Windmills of this size should not 
be so close to people’s homes.  When you consider their impact on residents and wildlife I don’t see 
how they can be justified at this time.  The only reason they are cost effective for companies to erect  is 
the government subsidies.  The businessmen who spoke at the meeting last night were correct , their 
businesses will be affected positively.  But that is only during the construction phase.  Afterward we will 
still have to live with effects of the windmills and their businesses will be as they are now. 

 

My husband and I live on County Rte 35 in East Guilford.  After the windmills are erected there probably 
be little impact on our daily lives.  But the lives and welfare of other residents will be greatly 
impacted.  My biggest concern is that this issue was NOT voted on by the residents, the people who 
work here and pay taxes. I’m sure the town board saw dollar signs when first approached about this 
project but something that will change this community forever should’ve been put to a vote. 

 

There may come a time when windmills are a viable option for this area.  More research and improved 
productivity must happen first.  Please don’t let this experiment come to our small town. Thank you. 

 

Linda Karl 

123 Robinson Stub Rd 

Bainbridge, NY 13733 

 

mailto:lkarl814@yahoo.com
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-----Original Message----- 

From: MI BY KIM <mibykim@aol.com>  

Sent: Friday, October 29, 2021 2:48 PM 

To: Kerri Green <Kgreen@chenangony.org> 

Subject: Guilford Windmill Project 

 

Good day, Kerri, 

 

If it is not too late, I would like to express my support for the High Bridge Wind Project.   

 

Since the talk of windmills began, I am someone who tried to study and weigh the pros and cons of this 
venture.  As much as I am not a fan of big businesses and large industrial projects, I tried to figure out 
my responsibility to my town, country, and the world as a single person using energy to survive.  I have 
come to understand the choice of wind as a good alternative source even if the output does not come 
directly to our area.   

 

Initially, it seems that Town of Guilford has done its homework and economic benefit will be a part of 
package.  We never really know the pluses and minuses of all that will unveil but this is a positive project 
for the moment which will bring jobs & income to many people. 

 

This is one vote for YES.  Thank you. 

MIBy Kim 

 

mailto:mibykim@aol.com
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From: Faith Merwin <faithmerwin@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, October 29, 2021 11:19 AM 
To: Kerri Green <Kgreen@chenangony.org> 
Subject: Wind Turbines in Guilford NY 

 

  Good Afternoon. 

 

 My name is Faith Merwin and I live at Camp Mesorah in Guilford NY.  

It has come to my attention that Guilford is in the middle of a debate regarding the possible Wind 
Turbines. I am baffled by the fact that there is such a debate. Globally we have 60 years left of soil to 
harvest crops. 60 years. That is 60 years of food and agriculture left globally.  

  Education is crucial to leaving a planet that will sustain our future. ENERGY and the use of it is the top 
of the list as to WHAT WE NEED TO DO.  So... back to it being a debate is baffling. 

 

   What do we have here in Guilford.... ? WE HAVE WIND. And due to global climate change. We have 
more wind. So why wouldn't  we use the wind...?  

 I live at 331 North Pond Rd. Guilford Ny. 

 

I SUPPORT WIND TURBINES AND THE SUSTAINABLE ENERGY THEY CREATE. 

 Thank You, 

Faith Merwin 

 

mailto:faithmerwin@gmail.com
mailto:Kgreen@chenangony.org


 

-----Original Message----- 

From: barb odell <barbodell07@yahoo.com>  

Sent: Thursday, October 28, 2021 1:20 PM 

To: Kerri Green <Kgreen@chenangony.org> 

Subject: High Bridge Project  

 

Barbara Odell 

551 County Rd. 37 

Guilford NY 13780 

 

I have lived in the township of Guilford all my 70 plus years. I married my High  School sweetheart 54 
years ago, moved to his family’s farm, raised five children which makes us a seven generation farm 
which started in 1812. That in itself shows hard work ethics, beginning able to function through hard 
times with a good business head any obstacle can be handled. 

 

Holding on to large amounts of property is #1 costly with high mortgages that take years to pay for, #2 
constant changes in Ag laws and fluctuating pricing which is all controlled by the government, and 
constant high property taxes. 

 

Guilford has a large amount of agricultural lands, privately and leased. Guilford is also know for being on 
of the highest property taxed Townships in Chenango County. Of course this is all translated by those 
opposed to the Mill project because the larger land owners are rich because of what they own. There 
attitudes are they feel slitted and I get that. But they also have options buy more land, relocate or take a 
bigger hit on property taxes. Tax payers take the hit for all the amenities and if you own any amount of 
land your land has zero worth, electric, internet, WFI, road right aways which they so generously 
continue to let us pay the property taxes, for the popular good of all. We have lost six acres  to PUBLIC 
UTILITIES, WITH NO COMPENSATION, but no one cared about that, no crying, stomping, ridiculing 
property owners, throwing chairs. 

 

So here we are using our property’s for another public utility, which all property owners will be 
compensated in the form of lower property taxes County and School, improved infrastructure, fire and 
emergency services, and many non profits. But the naysayers with point .2 acres or even those larger 
five or ten acres parcels will still dictate what we do with our properties.  

mailto:barbodell07@yahoo.com
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Since the eighties my husband had a strong interest in wind mills, called Albany with questions since we 
had so much wind, but was told we were not in a strong wind tunnel. When Calpine should interest we 
was elated, a-bit skeptical but very interested. Being optimistic as time went along the peace’s started 
to come together, Calpine meant our needs. He was very excited for the day of completion, but sadly he 
passed away on Aug. 20th. So my heels are dug in even deeper with the aptitude “ our land our choice “! 

 

The High Bridge Wind Project has the potential ability to generate revenue in many ways, they call it 
business which this area needs and business’s are scarce, but If this project succeeds I wonder if the nay 
sayers will accept the lesser amount on there tax bill? 

  

Barbara Odell 

 



29 October 2021 

To whom it may concern,Dear Editor: 

Companies and government officials alike need to show a unified commitment for a more 

sustainable future. It’s important not just for us, but for generations to come. 

The governor and the state legislature have set goals and guidelines to ensure an improved, 

cleaner future, as New York the commonwealth aims to increase renewable energy use and the 

creation of clean energy jobs. 

I’m excited about the changes that are coming and for projects like Dominion Energy’s offshore 

wind farms that’s being built in the Guilford, New York community. off the coast of Virginia 

Beach. This project will showcase be the largest wind mill towers on land offshore wind farm in 

the country and is a critical step toward a sustainable future for New YorkVirginia. 

In addition to the environmental benefits, solar and wind are the fastest-growing job categories in 

the U.S. and provide high-skilled and high-paying career opportunities for New 

Yorkers.Virginians. New York’sVirginia’s world-class infrastructure and workforce have gotten 

the attention of this $70 billion dollar industry, and we have the potential to become a service 

hub for the construction and maintenance of offshore wind developments – for New York 

stateVirginia’s coast and potentially for other energy projects in the north east along the eastern 

seaboard. 

I applaud these efforts to prioritize renewable energy and to seize upon this significant 

opportunity to diversify and grow our regional economy. 

Randy Taylor 
471 Whites Hill Road 
Guilford, NY 13780 
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Guilford Wind Turbine Project by Dale Utter 

I was initially excited by the prospect of a wind farm coming to the Town of Guilford. I had seen 
them at numerous places across the state as well as the country. They did not seem too bad and 
would play a part in providing a Greener America. How could anything be wrong with that? We 
even considered a wind turbine on our property. 

But then I heard they would be the large turbines that modern technology was now embracing. 
Of course, the bigger they are the more efficient they are and the more money the company 
makes. Now my enthusiasm was starting to wane. I did not like the impact these huge 
monstrosities would have on the landscape by sticking so far into the sky. I love this land for its 
beauty and rural nature and I saw all that disappearing. Then I thought about the permanent scars  
this farm would have on the land as the sites were built as well as all the interconnecting roads. I 
liked that even less. The toll and disruption to plant and animal life fueled my displeasure even 
more. Slowly I had gone from enthusiasm to seeing reality for what it was and I didn’t like it. 
This wind farm would forever change this community and the land so many of us love so much.  

Over the past few years, I have learned much. Although I am not as well-read in this area as I 
would like to be or should be, I have uncovered many startling things. Some of what follows is 
based on my life experiences and opinions but much of it is based on my readings and I would 
like to share those thoughts with you.  

Corporate America exists for one purpose only and that is to make money. They are not 
governed by ethics or morality. Their goal is exclusively to make money. They don’t care about 
what gets in their way, they see only obstacles to be cleared away at any cost so they can make 
money. Did anyone ever stop to think why Guilford came to be chosen as a site for a wind farm? 
It is clear to me. This is a rural area of few people for the least amount of  opposition as well as 
little money to fight big business. In addition, our political clout and therefore liability is 
minimal so the politicians can just ignore us. We are nothing but a bug to be squashed and 
disposed of. We are being totally taken advantage of and I would not be the least bit surprised if 
the governor’s office had a hand in picking lucrative spots for these wind companies to descend 
upon and take advantage of. How do you like knowing that your area was chosen because they 
felt they could just steamroll over us without any opposition? No one cares about the thoughts, 
feelings or opinions of the local population as they are expendable in the big scheme of things.  

The former governor had an energy policy and was working on a legacy of making NY 70% 
reliable on renewable power by 2030. When local opposition and the process was delaying his 
achieving his objective he changed the law to circumnavigate the obstacles by eliminating or 
completely ignoring the feelings of the local community.  

With such a formidable force behind his energy policy no one would risk their political career or 
ambitions or even their livelihood by going against the governor. I believe that many decisions of 
people along the way have been made by people that would not go against the governor and his 
mandate and risk their job or future.  



Here we sit at a county level meeting. Do any of them actually live in the Town of Guilford? Do 
they really care what the local people may think or want if it has absolutely no effect on them 
personally if the wind farm moves forward? Will they risk their personal future to do what is 
right? We will see.  

The notion of renewable energy is a Utopian idea. Wouldn’t life be grand if it was so easy? 
When you actually take an objective look at wind turbines it clearly is not the quick fix that so 
many want to believe.  

My first thought is how something that only operates part of the time, because it is dependent on 
the wind, can actually be efficient and provide enough power to satisfy our needs. The truth is it 
can’t. Wind power is subject to nature and when we have the wind to support it. Yes, it is true, 
the taller ones will capture more wind but they still don’t operate 100% of the time. To make 
wind energy totally viable, you would need to store their energy during periods when they 
provide an excess of energy. That means that extra energy would need to be stored in batteries. 
Currently, with the inadequate technology that exists, it would require billions of dollars to make 
the batteries needed for this. That is in addition to all the money that would go into making the 
wind turbines and then the expense of establishing the wind farms themselves.  

Then we have the issue of decommissioning the wind turbines when they have reached the end 
of their life. Oh yes, that money is contained in the agreement with the wind company. I don’t 
know about you but I am not gullible enough to believe that piece of paper has any worth what-
so-ever. The farm hasn’t even been built yet and it has already been bought out by someone else. 
How many times will that happen in the next 25 years when the turbines have reached the end of 
their lifecycle? Big business is fully capable of negating any agreement they want out of.  

And what happens when the turbines are decommissioned? What I have read now indicates they 
go to a landfill in Wyoming. What!!!! They aren’t recyclable or biodegradable so they go and sit 
in Wyoming and that is it? What happens when all across the country these turbines need to be 
replaced? They will go and take up land that won’t be able to be used for anything else? That is a 
good long-term program? 

In my opinion, the cost of the wind turbines, from their very beginnings to their disposal, far 
exceeds the benefits that we will ever derive from them. Are they truly worth the cost and the 
resources that will be expended on them? I think not. When you remove the tax benefits that I 
am sure these companies are getting then they are even less lucrative.  

But let me go back to their lack of efficiency. Since they only operate when there is wind and 
their battery backup is non-existent right now, you will still need other power plants to fill in 
when needed. So, we still can’t get rid of our old power systems that the wind turbines were 
going to replace! You not only can’t get rid of them but they can’t just start up and shut off with 
the flick of a switch, they must still be operating from day to day and be ready for when they are 
needed. Is there something wrong with this picture? You bet there is! 

 



Wind companies will come up with studies and research to support their findings but they skew 
them to suit their purpose and will only show an element of the whole picture. After all, they 
aren’t going to shoot themselves in the foot by telling the whole truth if it will jeopardize their 
project and profits. They pick and choose what they want people to see and believe and that 
information will only support their objectives. They believe people are actually naïve enough to 
truly believe what they say. Are you?  

Another aspect to consider. These turbines are supposedly going to fight climate change by 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions by eliminating our existing power plants, which I already 
pointed out is a fallacy. Yet in the process of building these wind farms, thousands of trees will 
be destroyed. Our forests are our biggest allies in this fight to reduce climate change as they play 
a critical role in absorbing carbon dioxide which is the primary gas driving climate change. Does 
that make any sense to you? Destroying an ally in determining man’s future seems very 
counterproductive. 

I know this is getting long but I need to bring up a few more things. I have read study after study 
about the negative health effects that these wind farms have on both people and animals. I 
believe they are objective, unbiased studies. The number of them that are being written seems to 
be increasing as more and more time passes and gives time for studies to be undertaken and they 
are worldwide studies giving them even more credibility.  

Shadow flicker and infrasound noise appear to be the major causes of health issues. There are 
studies that support both views that there is and isn’t any impact on human health. My first 
question is who sponsored the study and how did they manipulate it to suit their needs. If they 
have any connection to a wind farm or business or even government agency then I suspect their 
motivations and credibility. But does it matter? If there is even the least bit of a possibility that 
these turbines are affecting the health and welfare of the people around them then shouldn’t we 
use caution and not build them where there are people? Isn’t that the morally right thing to do?  

It seems the people that want the turbines on their property have all the rights with big business 
and apparently the government supporting them as well so the other people being impacted will 
be overshadowed but that is not right. It is not right that people who did not want them in their 
community, much less on top of them, are being subjected to the loss of their property rights. 
Their health is being impacted, their sense of community is being violated and their peace of 
mind of living in what they consider a beautiful area is disappearing. It really hits home when the 
setback is from the residence of those that never wanted the wind turbines in their backyard and 
their existence will limit the use of their land. At a minimum, only to be fair, the setback should 
have been from the property line. This country is all about individual rights so what happened to 
the rights of the other landowners in this issue? 

The last thing I want to bring up is the way the wind company brought this subject to the 
community. I believe they secretly recruited landowners into going along with their proposal by 
offering them money and then having them sign a non-disclosure statement. Once they felt they 
had enough landowners behind them to support the project then they went public. They never 
gave anyone the opportunity to talk with others to see how everyone else felt about the proposed  



project before instituting a gag order. Again, the lack of ethics is apparent in their underhanded 
tactics to meet their objectives.  

The big business behind this project does not care the least about the individuals nor the 
community. They made a lot of promises but then that is what they do. Their only interest is 
making money and they don’t care who gets in their way. Afterall, when the dust settles, they 
won’t be living here. 

I know there are different views on this project and the impact to our community. There are those 
that are interested in the monetary gain and their interest is purely greed, both short-term and 
long-term. Those people never seem to have enough money and can’t seem to see beyond 
themselves. Others view it as a way to hold onto the land that has been in their family for years. 
Some see it as a way to increase their standard of living and may now be able to afford some 
things that without it they never would have had the opportunity for. The loss of the pristine 
beauty, and rural nature will be gone as the area becomes industrialized and that is what is 
disturbing to others. And then there are always those that are busy with their lives and just don’t 
get involved while others see no impact on them and just don’t care one way or the other.  

This is a complicated issue with many aspects to consider. There are local implications as well as 
those at a national level. When I step back and take an objective look, I see only negative 
consequences. I believe the negative impact for this wind farm locally far exceeds anything 
positive. As far as the nation proceeding with a national energy policy of promoting these 
projects I believe we face dire consequences that will result in higher electricity costs and 
outages that will continue for a long time until we can develop a more realistic energy policy. 

Thank you for your time and consideration as this controversial topic is examined.  

 

Dale Utter 
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Rebekkah Whiting 
682 Wahlberg Rd. 

Guilford, NY  

rebekkah@frontier.com 

607-371-6400 fax 607-334-7998 

Thursday, October 28, 2021 

 

Chenango County Industrial Development Agency 

Norwich, NY 13815 

 

Subject:  Calpine project in the town of Guilford 

 

Hello; 

 The Chenango County Industrial Agency was founded as a part of a national program to provide local 

mechanism to promote JOB GROWTH for the communities served. I cannot think of how this project qualifies for that 

mission statement. It will create a handful of jobs that are permanent. The vast majority of the money made by this 

project will leave this area. The entire intent of the IDA program was to create sustaining local jobs and therefore 

support local industry adding prosperity to the local communities. This project will do none of this. It should be 

disqualified on that basis.  

My recollection from back when I was involved in government activities (usually from the civilian side) was the 

local IDA would support companies that relocated to the area or built new facilities in that area that would create 

numbers of permanent jobs which usually were upwards of 100 or more. As an example I am specifically aware of Price 

Chopper has used IDA funding to build many their stores with the consequence being 100 or more people hired locally. 

The Calpine project is a fat cow for the investors and no one else.  The approval of this PILOT agreement will 

serve no one but the investors and those privileged few who have leased land to them as well as the nearby property 

owners who have been bribed (legally) to not have any complaints or objections to the project.  

 If this was a proposed factory that would employ a decent number of locals this would be in keeping with the 

purposes of government funding and local approvals.  The fact that the entire community of Guilford never had a chance 

to vote on it makes this an immoral proposition.  A factory would impact the nearby properties and perhaps those who 

live on the arterials leading to it.  This project will affect the entire town and while the developers have discussed 

visibility of the project in terms of miles usually under ten, the fact is these windmills will be visible for over 50 miles 

depending on your location.   This makes the lack of a town wide referendum on this project almost a criminal act on the 

part of the town leaders.  This obviously is not in your purview to remedy but it should be considered as a factor in 

approving this project because of the community oriented aspect of your mission as IDA members. 

 Another troubling concern is that the total assessed value of the town is approximately 153 million dollars as 

best I can tell from the latest assessment roll.  Further the total tax burden on the town, school and local taxes (County, 

Town, Fire, Etc) is roughly 6 million dollars.  The total tax burden on a thousand dollars of valuation at present is $40 as 

far as I can figure from the roll.   

This project has a proposed PILOT of $450,000 a year.  The project cost is slated to be 200 MILLION dollars.  That 

is more than the entire current evaluation of the town.  Based on the projects cost of construction (ignoring profits 
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generated annually expected to be a minimum of 12 million upwards to 20 million a year)  Calpine wants to pay $2.25 

per thousand dollars of investment on profit making infrastructure.  This number does not reflect income potential and 

profit as any commercial installation would.   

If you were to add the Calpine project initial investment to the town assessment rolls it would lower the taxes to 

somewhere around $16 per thousand.  How does giving Calpine such a discount on land taxes benefit the town of 

Guilford?  It doesn’t.  Further, there will be few permanent jobs created by this project which is the stated purpose of 

IDA approvals.  The only reason this project is feasible is due to massive subsidies for what has been proven to 

economically unaffordable power generation.  Adding in a land tax total of 2 percent of the probable annual profit 

seems to be a gift considering every other business in this town and county pay so much more.  The town and the 

county will see none of this power that is generated and no discount on our power bills as a result of this installation.  

The only benefit I can see for this entire project is to the few who either own stock in, or are under lease to the project.  

Everyone else in town will pay more ultimately in taxes and lost value in their land due to the existence of this 

installation.  This again is contrary to the mission of the IDA which is intended to GROW the gross regional economy. 

 Lastly there is much controversy over how the project was introduced to the town and how the town board 

refused to listen or even acknowledge the growing number of residents who do not wish this project to go ahead.  There 

are questions of assurances regarding environmental and economic concerns that are still unresolved for these 

residents.  The approval process through the state agency was equally as disconcerting as the state left the local 

approvals and concerns of the local citizens to those same town board members.  The scale of this project is tantamount 

to having a 65 story slum building placed within eyeshot of thousands of homes in our county.  One major aspect is that 

there will be 25 of these industrial installations and from many vantage points they will ALL BE VISIBLE. 

I call them slums because no one can go near them.  The land around them is prohibited for human use due to 

the risks of flying debris and potentially fatalities if any of these installations have any hardware issues.  In essence 

thousands of acres of potentially developable land have been labeled off limits by mandates regarding windmills of this 

size.  This also defeats the purpose of an IDA whose duty is to promote local business and development.  Imagine 

farming for 40 years and then wanting to sell off your land for housing development with these ugly machines 

dominating the vista.  That is the downstream affect of approving these installations.  Less prosperity now and in the 

future. 

 All in all, this project will benefit a select few who will become wealthy as a result.  This will be at the cost of 

reduced land values, reduced business opportunities and no appreciable gain in tax base or job opportunities in Guilford 

and Chenango County.  I live at a spot within a mile of 3 of these proposed windmills and they will dominate my views of 

the hills of Guilford from my residence.  Ultimately if these are installed you will see them too, whether you are in 

Norwich, Oxford, even Sherburne.  Depending on where you are you will be able to see them from any point up to 50 

miles or more around their installations.  They will be that obvious and in my mind, constant eyesores that will not label 

Chenango county as a growing and eco friendly place but as a place with all those huge ugly windmills.  That is not what 

our county and future needs.  This is not what the IDA was intended to promote.  If anything, your approval would be a 

huge step backwards and would condemn the town of Guilford residents to a declining economy for years to come. 

Sincerely; 

Rebekkah Whiting     

 



I am Dr. Rebecca Young – I am a long-time resident of Guilford and currently work in our community as the 
Environmental Heath and Safety Department manager at Norwich Pharmaceuticals.  

I have read your mission statement and find that the proposed Industrial Project from Northland runs counter to your 
stated goals and purpose.  

I am dumbfounded by the strategy that has been adopted thus far in this process - watching our Town elected officials 
completely dismiss legitimate information, and instead, fully and unquestioningly accept any and all information from 
the applicant, regardless of its basis in fact or slant of bias and accepting it as truth. In fact, both they and the applicant 
are on record as indicating that Guilford is not a suitable location for a project like this and yet, here we are.  

How is it acceptable for the developer to drive and provide the research to support their own project – it is not possible 
for that research to be unbiased – the scientific community recognizes that as conflict of interest and I urge you to do 
the same.  

PILOTS can prove very detrimental, particularly to small rural communities. There are many tactics employed to  
artificially lower the revenue of the developer and minimize payouts (i.e., over and underpaying affiliates, mixing the 
expenses of multiple projects to skew data, mishandled reimbursements, etc.).  You also need to be able to identify 
developers who are trying to sell you on a PILOT when the target area is not blighted or in need of development, but they 
push a project so as to benefit themselves at the detriment of the community. Which I would argue is absolutely the 
case in Guilford. Finally, a PILOT should never be the sole factor that carries a project – in this case, per the admission of 
the applicant (pages 5 and 18 of the application), that appears to be the case. 

You have an obligation to safeguard the financial assets of the residents of this County and agreeing to this PILOT runs 
counter to that.  

Nothing is free.  

I want to help you understand what the actual cost of this project is and implore you to consider this information in your 
decision-making process. 

There will be 25, 676-foot-tall industrial wind turbines in our Town (which none of us can really image the immensity of). 
These are the largest industrial turbines ever placed on land, let alone within rural communities (even NYSERDA admits 
the challenges of analysis for projects like this because they don’t typically drop projects of this scale into populated 
areas).  

In addition to the pitfalls outlined for you (in the bullets provided a moment ago), this project has effectively torn our 
town apart, pitted neighbor against neighbor, mother against child, and led to threats, harassment, slanderous speech, 
anxiety, loss of enjoyment and a general attitude of division in Guilford. It has been a very sad thing to see.  

If that isn’t enough or maybe you don’t particularly care about any of those things because you personally aren’t living in 
the town and you don’t have to experience this day to day, so, what about the more tangible costs? 

Northland touts jobs as the crux of their justification, but when you press them, they avoid any guarantees (I think this 
was evident in your last meeting with them).  They leave it up to the contractor to hire but offer that it should benefit 
the labor union, maybe a couple of people from Chenango County, while their application indicates a total of 2 part or 
full time jobs resulting – and no guarantee of those being employed as being local; don’t hedge your bets on an entity 
that isn’t here for the long haul – only their giant turbines will remain local – they have no vested interest in our 
community, no reciprocity with the County, no products being sold to the community (not even the electricity they hope 
to generate will go to us! The application indicates that 100% of sales will be to area outside of our Town and County!). 
What they do offer is competition and consumption of local resources with them having an advantage with property, 
mortgage recording and sales taxes exemptions.  

On top of the breakdown within Guilford, falling property values, the exodus of residents (which has already begun), the 
pending road damage, traffic challenges and disruptions – including to emergency services, the looming 



decommissioning costs and efforts, costs associated with the potential damages to drinking water, land and livestock, no 
proof or demonstration of added benefit to anything other than a tiny fraction of the population (less than 5% of the 
Town residents (less than 0.3% of County residents) will actually benefit from any kind of direct payment from Northland 
and only 6 of the 21 parcels with turbines planted on them belong to residents – 15 of the 21 are owned by non-
residents, 8 of whom don’t even reside in this State! if it weren’t so sad, it would be laughable).  So, not only is that 
promised money not cycling back into our community, the work taking place will provide competition for the already 
established local businesses while they have a leg up with tax exemptions and buying power, which could in the end 
irreversibly damage some of our existing businesses.  

You need to realize that this project does not meet your standard for PILOT approval and certainly doesn’t benefit all 
residents. The risks and harm outweigh the benefits by a great margin.  

I know its easy to sit here, to live outside the project area and be tempted by the lure of the dollar, especially in today’s 
day in age with all of the present challenges. But I need you to remember those of us who will pay the true price for your 
choice – people like my husband and I who will be forced live amid the project and suffer the laundry list of 
consequences I shared with you earlier.  No amount of money can purchase our happiness. I’ve stayed here, I’ve worked 
here, I’ve volunteered here and given back to this community because I believe in it – I want to believe in you and your 
ability to do the right thing. Your obligations are to all of us, myself included – remember us when you have to dig deep 
for the courage to fight for the truth. Hold Northland accountable just like you do every other one of us and if you must 
negotiate a PILOT, at least demand something from them that does not insult your intelligence – show them that we are 
not just another ignorant community willing to sell our way of life for a lackluster sales pitch. Instead of fighting to keep 
Northland, fight to keep and protect your residents.  

 

 

 


